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Dr. Babasaheb aAmbedkar Open University
Term End Examination April - 2011

Course : Bachelor’s Degree Programme (B.A./B.Com.)
Roll No.:
Subject : Foundation Course in English (FEG-01)
Date 1 24/04/2011
Time : 04.30 to 06.00
N.B. : All questions carry equal marks Total Marks : 70
Q.1(A) Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions. 07)

The claim that Britains’s main contribution to human progress has been
the development of this idea of political democracy 1i that might be
readily substantiated. It is perhaps natural that thos$ like ourselves
have been brought up under a democratic system d regard it as the
type of political organization most likely to d in other countries.
The history of makind, however, gives little suppbrt to this idea. Some
form of dictatoeship would seem to, p more easily in the
organization of national bodies and thos who can look back to the
Great War will remember how shallo re the roots of some of the
‘democracies’ which arose then hdw easily they swung round to
dictatorship. The truth is that of ms of government a democratic
form is the most difficult t tain; freedom of speech and of
organization, freedom from gr! y arrest and imprisonment — these, the
distinguishing features of Ncracy, are frail plants, only too easily
uprooted in the storms ]&1 strife or external danger. The prolonged
maintenance of a dem@ system may be regarded, too as, continued
triumph over the natu ankind. Democracy means the free exchange
of opinion, the su to the will of the majority even when we think
the majority wro erance and open-mindedness-qualities that demand
a subjection gfathdepassions and a standard of civlised living which is
poles apar e rule of the rubber trumcheon. Another weakness of
the demo c)system may be regarded, too, as continued triumph over
the natur; of mankind. Democracy means the free exchanges of opinion,

the sur r to the majority even when we think the majority wrong,
tole and open-mindedness-qualities that demand a subjection of the
p and standred of civilized living which is poles apart from the rule
e rubber trumcheon. Another weakness of the democratic system,
adoxical though this may seem, is inherent itself. Democracy demands
absolute freedom of opinion, and this claim, if it is perfectly realized,
means that those who oppose democracy and seek to overthrow it have
rights of expression equal to those of its supporters. In such circumstances
even the stoutest democrat might be forced to accept compromise. The
practicable might have to be preferred to the ideal.

1. “The history of mankind gives little support to this idea’ — What idea ?
2. What are the distinguishing features of democracy ?

3. Why does the author call them ‘frail plants’ ?

4. Why is a democracy difficult to maintain ?

5. What weakness of democracy is inherent in itself ?

6

. What sort of compromise does the auther see ‘even the stoutest democrat’ as

being forced to accept ?



Q.2

Q.3

(B)

A)

(B)

A)

(B)

©

Match the words in colum ‘A’ with their synonym in column ‘B’.

™~ ‘B’
Perish Use
Environment Die

Obvious Surroundings
Utilize Apparent
Accumulate Store

Fill in the blanks with the correct Formof verbs ‘Be’:-

1. The cattle

grazing in the field.

One of the birds Flying in the opposite djrection.

2.
3. Last evening, they
4 There

walking in the gar
many people in India even n ho cannot

read and write.

5. I

surprised to meet Raj yesterday Quehing.
*

Fill in the blanks choosing the correct VC:UK he bracket in their

appropriate forms. [hand, report, spot, re despair]
1. Surajkund is a popular picni in Haryana.
2. A bird in is worth@) ¥n the bush.
3. The rejugee’s _ % seeing his Family again filled
us with pity. M
4. The discovery of new et has been _ in Today’s papers.

5. The

se e painfull than the disease.

Rewrite the follow'nﬁtences in the passive voice:-
he

ndon last year.
d my homework.

3. I haveK
Write an e@n one of the following in 200 words:-

1. Jeestival
2 orism

3. sj nemployment

a dialogue in not more than 150 words on any one:-

1. Election
2. To erris

human.

3. Save Girl child.
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