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Jana—gana-mana-adhinayaka jaya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.
Punjaba-Sindhu-Gujarata-Maratha-
Dravida-Utkala-Banga
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga
Uchchhala-jaladhi-taranga
Tava subha name jage,
Tava Subha asisa mage,
Gahe tava jaya-gatha.
Jana-gana-mangala-dayaka jaya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata
Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he,
Jaya jaya, jaya, jaya he.

Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka jaya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.
Jaya he, jaya he, jaya he
Jaya jaya, jaya, jaya he.

Thou art the ruler of the minds of all people,
Thou dispenser of India's destiny.

Thy name rouses the hearts of the Punjab, Sind,
Gujarat and Maratha, of Dravid, Orissa and Bengal.

It echoes in the hills of the Vindhyas and Himalayas,
mingles in the music of the Yamuna and Ganges
and is chanted by the waves of the Indian Sea.

They pray for Thy blessings and sing Thy praise

The saving of all people waits in Thy hand,

Thou dispenser of India's destiny.

Victory, Victory, Victory to Thee.







Bharat is like the face beauteous of Earth clad in wavy seas;

Deccan is her brow crescent-like on which the fragrant 'Tilak' is the
blessed Dravidian land.

Like the fragrance of that 'Tilak' plunging the world in joy supreme reigns
Goddess Tamil with renown spread far and wide.

Praise unto "You, Goddess Tamil, whose majestic youthfulness, inspires
awe and ecstasy.'

‘I solemnly pledge to work with dedication to preserve and strengthen the freedom and
integrity of the nation.”

“I further affirm that | shall never resort to violence and that all differences and disputes
relating to religion, language, region or other political or economic grievances should be
settled by peaceful and constitutional means.”

Name :

Class : School :
| shall overcome the obstacles raised by caste and communal prejudices and work
for the greatness of my Motherland putting to the fullest use the benefits that | derive through
education.

Vande mataram!

Signature
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Excelling in studies alone need not be the criteria to assess the intelligence or
calibre of a student. These days, the intelligentsia accords recognition to multiple
intelligences, i.e., a student needs to shine not only in the academics, but he can also
come out successfully in other fields too, such as music, sports, painting, creative
writing etc.. Howard Gardner, a contemporary developmental psychologist from
Harvard University, admonishes the parents and teachers to identify the aspects of
multiple intelligences among students and encourage them from time to time.

In this unit, the prose lesson 'explores a young boy's
passionate interest in chess and his devotion to its icon, Vishwanathan Anand.
Through his dream, in which he manages to have a long conversation with his hero.
Rahul bridges within himself the distance between vision and reality. Certain
important messages have been communicated through the extraordinary real life
personality and the story of Anand himself. There is a simple post-reading unit
explaining the basic principles of chess. The passage also seeks to build upon the
young reader's interestin this ancient and intelligent game.

The poem, by the well known Indian author Ruskin Bond is a
humorous account of a county cricket match. Its light-hearted treatment of the game
and its players is sure to help young people build a perspective on this popular sport.

The story, is a popular folk tale, and it carries a universal
appeal. As with all folk tales, it allows for a range of constructive interpretations. Many
exercises have been given to help the student to internalize its simple but strong
message.

This unit focuses on the active learning of the language. The activities given
help the children to read, to relate with the content, to understand, recall, think and
interact in small and large groups. The children get an opportunity to share their views
with others in the class. There is much scope for functional enrichment in the
language.

The grammar section extends the students' understanding of subject-verb
agreement (concord) and question-tags. There is a short exercise on writing a journal
and many opportunities offered for role play. Speaking contexts are given for
practising questions and statements.
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PROSE

Have you ever played chess? Try playing it! Ancient Indians from all walks of
life played this game. It was used in the army to teach war strategy. Businessmen
played it to learn about the market and students played it to enhance their mental

agility. m i g “A
1 s :

’
In Tamilnadu, everyone plays many : ‘

interesting games to build not only mathematical

ability but also to enhance shrewd thinking power ‘

and strategy. One among them is = . A vy,
. Another is . One should be |

highly skillful in the nuances of arithmetic if one & o) o)
wants to win in these games. P e . % v L]

. : AN
No one knows for certain where the  2adupuli attam \S'"ga thayam

game of chess was first played. Most people /

' \

~—

agree that the game began in ancient India,

1
1

where it was called ‘ When it B ,’ —
travelled to Persia in the 6" or 7" century, it / / \
was called, . The word refers to the .+ \

four groups of an army: the foot soldier [the

pawn], the elephant, the chariot [from the Twelve year old Rahul was

Persian word, 'rukh’ or chariot], and the horse very deeply interested in the

[the knight or horseman]. The Queen in the ~gameofchess.

present game was the General in the original

game. The moves reflect the movement of Even while he was a

each group. young boy, he spent many hours
playing chess. Seeing this, his

The end and aim of the game, then parents had enrolled him at
and now, has been to protect the King. Soviet Cultural Centre, Chennai
'‘Checkmate’ comes from the Persian words  wherein Viswanathan Anand too

‘ ', which mean, 'The King is deaci"// had learnt.
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Rahul loved going there. In May 2012, during his
holidays, he had carefully followed the match between World
Chess Champion Viswanathan Anand and Grandmaster
Boris Gelfand of Israel held at Moscow in Russia. Anand
retained the World Chess Championship title for the fifth time
in the rapid tie-break after playing a strenuous 12 game match.
The Russian President Vladimir Putin invited Anand to a tea
and lauded him for an outstanding game. Rahul went to the -
Chennai Airport to receive his dream-hero wearing an Anand-
mask.

Anand would visit the alma mater whenever he comes to his home town,
Chennai. On one such occasion, an adoring Rahul asked Anand whether he should
leave school and concentrate on chess. Anand said, “It is healthy to have a lot of
interests and go to school. You don't go to school just for academics, do you? You're
smart. You can very easily learn to balance both academics and chess.” When
Rahul asked whether he had other hobbies, Anand replied, “Of course | do. | read, |

swim, and I listen to music...” . \
intelligent

learn
Rahul liked to compare himself with his Chess |4 ghare proportionately

Hero. He used to tell his mother that she was like Vishy's

mother, Susheela Viswanathan. He had heard Anand say that his mother had helped
him in learning the game. “You don't need to take extra efforts to coach me, but you
always encourage me, amma,” Rahul would say. When she
heard this, Rahul's mother would react with mixed emotions,
because his teachers always felt that Rahul's parents did not ,
demand enough from their son. Rahul did not stand 1* in his class; / ’
Rahul did not excel in any field game; Rahul did not win any prize in . |, '\
cultural competitions. He was a little shy and didn't talk easily to : J'
anyone. “You should cutdown the time that he spends on chess,” they ‘ =)

would say. - g 5

broadcast
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“He is not able to do justice to his studies. He has the potential to do better. It
is not as if he excels at chess. You should encourage him to take computer classes.”
Thus the teacher advised his parents.But Rahul's father never scolded him or
stopped his chess classes. “My son loves Jo as well as one can
playing chess,” he would say. Rahul had capacity
put up a big poster of his 'Vishy's
achievements’on the wall.

“I'm already 12, mother,” he said. “| haven't won a single award.” His mother

would smile a little sadly. She used to secretly have a strong desire for

agree with his teachers sometimes.His father
never felt sad. He would ask, “Why do you want so badly to win awards, Rahul?”

Sometimes Rahul felt his father didn't an expression

understand him. One had to be the bestin the | used to say that the person has
great focus, like animals do, when
they stalk their prey

fourth world championship in 2010, Anand yield,surrender

game! In fact, after his win over Topalov in 4

had said, “I was lucky that something in
Topalov gave way faster than it gave way in me.” His coach had called it the 'killer
instinct’. “You need itto lastin a match, kids,” he said.

One day, in July, after completing his chess training, Rahul went back home.
He had not done very well in the mathematics test — only 76 %. He had to get his
paper signed by his parents.
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When he saw his mother, Rahul felt anxious. Of late, his mother had begun to
be worried about his performance in his tests. He had overheard her telling his father,
“It is not as if we had any wealth to give him. How will he get a seat in a reputed
college?”

‘Do you mean to say a placement in an engineering college?” asked his father.
“Yes, of course,” she said. “Why should he do Engineering, Shanti?”, asked his father.
“‘He is a fine young fellow. There are many things he can do. He just has to figure out
what will work for him”. That day, Rahul told his mother that he was tired and added
that he was going to bed early. He cried himself
to sleep that night. As he slept, a variety of understand
shapes and sizes of the chess coins and chess _ went to
board seemed to be actively moving around sleep crying
him. In his dream, he saw..... Viswanathan
Anand himself!

Anand smiled down at Rahul. “| feel sad when | see focue
you cry’, he said. “What do | do, Vishy?”, said Rahul. reasoning
“Making you my hero hasn't brought me marks! You have it
alll Concentration, memory, logic —and your coach says that you didn't even have to
try! 1 try so hard...” Here, Rahul started to cry again. Anand put his arm gently around
Rahul.

“Tellme, why do you play?” he asked. “Because | love the game,” said Rahul.

“Then just play it,” said Anand. “The most
important thing is to enjoy playing chess. | don't
believe you can motivate yourself only with titles or
tournaments or achievements. Of course, these are
motivating factors that are necessary. They give you a
direction. But the real motivation comes from the game.”

“Are you saying it's okay?”, asked Rahul, wondering. “Absolutely,” said Anand.
“Do you know the number of possible chess games is far greater than the number of
electrons in the universe! One needs to work hard particle in a cell
—the skyis the limit!”

“So you think | might win a tournament sometime?”, asked Rahul shyly.
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“l do think so0”, said Anand. “See, chess is a game of strategy. That is why
everyone played it in the olden days. It is good
to study other people's strategies, but it is
impossible for anyone else to tell you exactly
what move you need to make. Noteven me!”

strategy: plan of work or action

Recollecting his own victory over Gelfand, Anand says, “It was incredibly tense. Well,
when | woke up this morning, | knew it would end one way or the other but didn’t know
how it would. I think that right now, the only feeling you have is relief...... I cansay lwon
because | won.”

“Choose your tournament — plan well for it, work hard, and take your
chance”,said Anand.“What is the killer instinct, Vishy? Do you have it?” asked Rahul.
It had been troubling him ever since the coach had talked about it. He didn't want to kill
anyone and he didn't think his idol would!

Anand laughed. “Don't go by the word, Rahul!”, he said. “I think it means
having great energy and great self-control. | give the game my all. But it doesn't
upset my mental balance, self-respect and confidence in myself, if | lose. | learn
fromit. The only thing to kill is impatience, because it makes you act without applying
thought!”

judge by
! Rahul felt that Anand pap;;_:ityttothiqk rightly
na owa
v~ thought very much like his Idisa;)lpt)(laarev(\j, :

»  father. But his father wasn't
', famous! Rahul wondered about that. Strangely, he was beginning to feel
x+  thathis father loved and understood him quite well!

Anand looked at Rahul and said, “Think about it. Love what you do.”
Anand vanished. The next day, Rahul took the maths paper to his mother. She said,
“Only 76%. I'm worried, Rahul”. He smiled at her. “| need to think. | need to plan. Don't
worry, I'll evolve my strategy”, he said softly. “Dreams can come true.”

1. What was chess called in ancient India?
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2. Whatwas it called in Persia?

3. Whatdo the coins of the four groups in the army represent?

4. Whatare those coins called today?

5. Howdoesthe game end?

6. Which match did Rahul watch in May?

7. Whatdid Rahul's teachers feel about him?

8. Inwhatway did Rahul feel that his mother was like Anand’s mother?

9. Whatdid Rahul's mother want him to become?

10. Whatdid Rahul's father feel about him?

11. Whatdid Rahul decide to doin the end?

®» Do youthinkitis a good idea to balance your interests and your academics?
®» Whatdo you understand by Anand's statements on motivation?

®» Do you believe that planning and strategy are necessary for your life? If so,

inwhat areas?
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®»What kind of a person is Rahul?

Why |l  What | feel Why | What | feel
think so about it think so about it

Young Raghu was a mischievous lad. One day, unable to think of any more
pranks to play, he decided to eat something. So, when his mother was too busy to
notice what he was doing, he began searching the cupboard. He was looking for the
tin in which he had seen his mother put away some delicious chocolates. Just as he
was opening the right tin, his father came home and caught him redhanded in the act.

'Hello, Raghu, what are you doing there? Are you helping your mum?' he
asked.

'‘No, Dad,' answered Raghu nonchalantly. 'l am helping myself, dad’. Raghu’s
father saw his own self in his son and so simply chuckled within himself.

1. Whatdo you understand by the word, 'pranks'?

2. Whatdid Raghu do when his mother was busy?

3. Whatwas Raghu searching forin the cupboard?

4. Who caught himin the act?

5. Whydidn't Raghu's father find fault with his son?
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Imagine that you are lost in a large town. You are looking for your aunt's house,
and you haven't been there before. Your aunt has given you a few landmarks like
Market, Bus stop, Town Square, Kamaraj Road, 3rd Cross and Nandanchavadi. Use
words like 'who', 'how', 'where', 'please' and 'what' to ask for directions. Form your
questions and responses and read them aloud to your group.

You :
?

You :

?
You :

?
You :

?
You :

?
You :

®» To play fair is more important than to win.
=» To be truly happy, you don't need to be an'achiever'.
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Tourist : How far is the railway station from here?
It's about two kilometres.

Tourist : Canlgetabustothe station?

Yes, you can. But you have to wait an hour for the next bus.
Tourist : Oh!How long willit take me to walk to the station?

How can | say? It depends on how fast you walk, doesn'tit?
Tourist : That'strue! Thankyou.

In the dialogue, the tourist uses questions to seek some information and Kanthi uses
statements to give him information. Questions and statements are the most common
ways we use to ask for and supply information. The class teacher can assign a few
modules to the students so that they can learn more about interpersonal
communication.

You want to go to the playground to play football. Your friend wants to go to a
library. Develop the conversation between you and your friend. Where do you finally
go? How do you decide? Act it out!

Chess is an indoor game and it is a mental activity demanding one’s
concentration very much.

| e —— —_— — f— —

Itis a two player game in which there are two sets of coins, usually in black and
ivory colour. Each set contains the following coins. King, Queen, Bishop (2 per side)

Horse (2 per side) Rook (one set) and eight soldiers per side [pawns].
Coins are arranged facing each other in a specific order.
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Each coin has its own role: - that is,
— has the ability to move in all directions but with one step ahead.
— has the ability to move in all directions with any number of steps.
— has the ability to move diagonally with any number of steps.
— has the ability to move in an 'L' shape.
— has the ability to move vertically and horizontally.

In this game, the main aim is to
defeat the opponent's king. In order to
protect one's king, the contestant
moves all the pieces according to the
rules. An intelligent player makes
moves to trap or check the opponent

king. Each and every piece is moved
with that intention.

A player who defeats the opponent king is declared the winner.
Try playing chess!

We have already learnt that the verb agrees with its subject in
number and person; as,

The bird flies. The birds fly.
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| am a girl. We are boys.

Two or more singular subjects joined by 'and' usually take a verb
in the plural as,

Raman and Harry work hard.

Pinky, Lilly and Sheela go to the same school.

Slow and steady wins the race.
Idli and sambar is a wholesome food.
Poori and potato is my favourite food.

Words joined to a singular subject by 'with' or 'as well as' do not affect the
number of the verb. Therefore it takes singular verb as,

The captain, with all his men, was safe. L=y ”gv
Ashok as well as Anith likes mango. - - (: \j
The queen bee, with her workers, presides over the hive. fg " et X
& F
-
S
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When two or more subjects in the singular are joined by ‘or', 'nor,
‘either...... or', 'neither....nor', the verb would be invariably singular:

Jackor Tomis to blame.

Either Leela, Mani or Rita is thirteen today.

Neither Raman nor Hari was present.

But if one of the subjects is in the plural, the verb must be in the plural. The

plural form of the verb governs the plural subject. \, )
The farmer or his servants were always working. A\ )
Neither Raj nor his friends have come. "1

When a plural noun comes between a singular subject and its verb, the verb
is often wrongly made to agree with the nearest plural nouns. We should
guard against such an error and say-

Each one of these houses is to let.

A e
] [Lony

The quality of the appleswas ~~ = good.

When the subjects joined by 'or' or 'nor' are of different persons, the verb
agrees with the subject nearest toit as,
rhe lamtoblame. = ~'my friend | am guilty.

Either, neither, each, every, everyone and many must be followed by a
verb in the singular as,

Either of the two boys has done this. ® Each of these boys is intelligent.
Everyone was happy.
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8. A collective noun [like committee, assembly, congress, jury] may take a
singular or a plural etc. If the collection is thought of a whole, the verb is singular; if
the individuals or members of the group are thought of separately,
the verbis plural.

®» The committee has decided this. The committee were divided in their opinions.

®» Thejury has givenits verdict. - The jury were divided in their verdict.

9. Some nouns which are plural in form but singular in meanings take a

singularverb as, ; | »
» Mathematics is a difficult subject. ®» No news is good news. ! ' f

~

10. When a plural noun is the name of one thing it takes a singular verb as,

®» ‘The Arabian Nights’ is an interesting book. r \
®» The United States of America has a big army. (;_‘@

11. When the subject of the verb is a relative pronoun, the verb must be made to
agree in number and person with the antecedent of the relative as,
» |, who am your friend, will help you.

®» You, who are my friend, should not blame me.

1. Two and two [make] four.

2. Shantha with all her sisters [be] here.

3. Every passenger [have] a ticket.

4. Each first class ticket [cost] a hundred rupees.
5. Either Samy or Bhoopalan [be] on time.

6. The jury [be] divided in their opinions.

7. Iron as well as copper [ be] found in India.
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1. Neither of us there.

2. None of these boys passed.

3. Good news always welcome.

4. Mathematics an intellectual subject.

5. None of you done his work properly.

6. The quality of these apples not good.
7. Neither you nor | to drop this project.

8. Each of these boys passed.

The underlined part is a question tag.
» | am coming. » He has finished. » | didn't see them.
In these statements mentioned above are auxiliary verbs. They
help in forming question tags. Auxiliary verbs are helping verbs.
Example: The boy is running, isn't he?
auxiliary verb [is] + n't + pronoun [he]

1. When the statement is positive, the tag will be negative in sense. The pattern will be
auxiliary verb + n't+ pronoun?

auxiliary verb + n’t + pronoun

2. When the statement is negative, the tag will be positive in sense. The pattern will be
auxiliary verb + pronoun

auxiliary verb + pronoun
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3. When the statement has no auxiliary verb, the tense of the principal verb is
made note of and the auxiliary verb such as do, does or did is used.

Present Tense - do and does
Past Tense - did
Just follow the formula to create an auxiliary verb:

write =do + write

writes =does + write

wrote =did + write

1. is she? 1. is isn't 1. isn’t she?

2. was wasn’t
3. were weren’t shouldn’t
4. should couldn’t
5. could aren’t
6. are won’t
7. will shan’t
8. shall can’t
9. can hadn’t
10. had didn’t
11. did doesn’t
12. does don’t
13. do hasn’t
14. has haven’t
15. have aren’t
16.am

Supply suitable question tags for the following statements:

1. She is driving a carr, ?

2. Rajan should be on time to school, ?
3. They were not listening to the lesson, ?
4. He broke the jar, ?
5. Sheela was not afraid to be alone, ?
6. | have completed my painting, ?
7. We speak softly, ?
8. Hari could help us in our work, ?
9. She must not be rude, ?
10. | can dance well, ?
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Choose the correct tag from the given list and fill in the blanks:

hasn't she?, was she?, isn’t he?, aren't they?, couldn't he?, will he?, can
we?,weren’t they?

. Rajeev won't play in the rain,

. Sita and Uma are sisters,

. He could hear the siren,

. They were busy packing their suitcases,
. Lakshmi wasn't able to sing,

. My uncle is staying abroad,

. We can't act on stage,

0o N O WN -
e I I R O MV

. She has left home early,

Ajournal is a personal preparation of what you did, felt, thought or saw. It is a
possessive record of any individual who maintains a diary, but itis not just a record of
events. When Rahul lists things out and sets his priorities in life, he will probably
record his experiences in a journal. Imagine you are Rahul and maintain his journal.
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POE

Indian youth have become inspired by great cricketers from around the world -
the game has caught on like wild fire. Children who show an interest in the game are
often on the look out for support and encouragement from all quarters. Sometimes,
however, some games don't work.

Here is an interesting poem showing just how one game doesn't!

Here comes our batting hero;
Salutes the crowd,
Takes guard;

And out for zero.
He'sinagain

To strike aton;
Alovely shot-

Then out forone.
Our demon bowler
Runs in quick;

He's really fast, ‘ -

Though hit for six.
In came their slogger;
He swung his bat

And missed by Inches: to score one hundred

runs
fierce, very fast

Ourwicket keeper's getting stitches hitter. one who hits the

Where's our captain? ball wildly

Inthe deep. a particular fielding

What's he doing? position in a cricket
ground

Fastasleep. leg before wicket, this

is one way of getting

Lastmanin; outin cricket
He kicks a boundary with his pad. umpire is
L.B.W.! Not out?

The ump's his dad!
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A. The poem describes an interesting local cricket match. Complete the details of
the match in the following table. You may work with your partner.

Person Action What happens next

salutes the crowd and
takes guard

Batting hero
bowls very fast

The batsman of the other
team

The captain

not out

B. Answer the following questions.
Why does the hero of the team come in twice?

2.  Whydoes the wicket keeper get stitches?

3. WhyisthelastmannotgivenL.B.W.?

4.  Whydoes the team look for its captain? What s a skipper's role?

5. Isthe skipperof the local team playing his role effectively?

C. Pick out the rhyming words in the poem. Which lines rhyme?

D. Every poem has a style in which it is written. Notice how, in the first stanza,
the batting hero salutes the crowd in the second line and is out for zero in
the fourth.
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Can you pick out two more occasions in the poem when the same effectis created?
1.
2.

E. Discuss in small groups and share:
1. Whatkind of a poemis Our Local Team? Does it make you laugh? Why?
2. Provide some reasons for the skipper going to sleep.

You may be aware that our cricket heroes, namely Kapil and Sachin are
products of street cricket. Country matches are quite common nowadays in India too.
Have you ever seen a cricket match between two local teams, on the street or in a
small vacant plot. What have you noticed of the spirit with which these matches are
being played? Are the players casual/friendly/serious/argumentative?

Discuss and enact one such match played in your area.

ACTIVITY :
®» Writing with a tinge of humour is a rare gift.
®» Tryto create another humorous poem about some other popular game.
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Supplementary
Reader

Once there was a rich man named Govind, who lived in a big house in a coastal
city. One day he wanted to buy a coconut. He went to a coconut vendor and asked
him the price of a coconut.

“Seven rupees each’, said the vendor. “Seven rupees?” That's too much. I'll
pay you five rupees”, said Govind.

“If you go a mile ahead, you'll get it there for five rupees,” said the vendor.

Govind said to himself, “Money is very precious. | don't mind walking a mile to
save arupee.”

So he walked a mile ahead and saw a coconut vendor. He asked him the price
ofacoconut. “Fiverupees each,” said the vendor.

“Five rupees? That's too much. I've walked all this way. You can reduce the
price by arupee atleast. I'll pay you three rupees,” said Govind.

“If you go a mile ahead, you'll get it there for three rupees,” said the vendor.

Again Govind said to himself, “Money is very precious. | don't mind walking a
mile to save arupee.”

So he walked a mile ahead and saw a coconut vendor. He asked him the price
ofacoconut. “Three rupees each,” said the vendor.

“Three rupees? That's too much. You must be getting it straight from the tree.
How much profit do you want? I'll pay you one rupee,” said Govind.

“If you go a mile ahead, you will reach the beach. There you'll get it for one
rupee,” said the vendor.

Again Govind said to himself, “Money is very precious. | don't mind walking a
mile to save arupee.”

So Govind walked a mile ahead and reached the beach. There were many
coconut vendors there. Govind went to one of them and asked him the price of a
coconut.
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“One rupee each,” said the vendor. “One rupee? That's
too much. I'll pay you fifty paise,” said Govind.

The vendor said, “Why don't you climb up one of these
coconuttrees and get one for nothing?”

“That's great,” said Govind, and climbed up a coconut

tree. He tightly held a coconut between two hands to pluck it from
the tree. But just then his legs lost their hold of the trunk and he
hung in the air. He swung in the air for some time. Then he fell down on the sandy
beach. He got a coconut just for a few scratches on his body and a fracture in his leg.

Would you call Govind a sensible man?

How many vendors does Govind meet?
How many miles does he walk?

1. Govind wanted to buy a .

2. The told Govind to go a mile to buy a coconut for three rupees.
3. The last but one vendor [fourth] told him that he would reach the
4
5

. Govind didn't mind walking a mile to a rupee.
. He got a coconut just for a few scratches on his

1. One day Govind a) money is very precious
2. Govind walked a mile b) a mile and get it for three rupees
3. Govind felt c) wanted to buy a coconut

4. A coconut vendor told Govind to walk 4 on the sandy beach.

5. Govind fell down e) and saw a coconut vendor.
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. What did Govind want to buy?

. What was precious to him?

. How far did he walk?

. Where did he go at last?

. For how much did he finally want to buy the coconut?
. What happened to him?

~N OO O BRWN -

. What do you learn from this story?

In your group, write down Govind's reasons for not wanting to pay the price
asked for. Discuss what this tells you about Govind.

Among your groups, act out this story. You can change this story
in any way you want using your out - of - box thinking.

Can you think of another story like this? Write it out. You may draw your
characters as well.
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In the prose lesson of this unit, a group of
class VIl children of Chennai School interact with their counterparts at the Little
Flower Matriculation School for the visually challenged and discover that learning a
new language can open new horizons in one’s life. The students also have the
opportunity to listen to the young singing sensation, Diwakar Sharma and feel
inspired by his indomitable self will and courage.

The poem, by Rabindranath Tagore has
been included as a fitting tribute in the 150" Birth Anniversary year of the great poet.
The grand and the profound meet the sensitive and the vulnerable in this beautiful
poem that is full of love and aspiration for the Motherland. Activities have been given
that will help the child to associate this noble aspiration with his own responsibilities
as acitizen and human being.

The passage, “Yaanai Malai’, is a deeply moving and an evocative passage
from the book . Itis written by the gifted and inspiring
writer and artist Manohar Devadoss and is bound to touch and mould the perspective
that the student has on life, nature and the human spirit. Some exercises have been
given to help the student to internalize what he represents for us all.

This unit emphasises on the active learning of the language. The activities
given help the children to read, to relate with the content to understand, recall, think
and interact in small and large groups. The children get an opportunity to share their
views with others in the class. There is much scope for functional enrichment in the
language.

The grammar section extends the student’s understanding of state-of-being
and action verbs and leads the student on to transitive and Intransitive verbs. There is
also a detailed revision of Sentence Patterns. Language activities include skimming
and scanning exercises and an introduction to Essay Writing.
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PROSE

Language is just a code being used by a particular society in a particular zone
for the sake of communication. We all communicate through the common verbal
language for all kinds of communication. But what do the differently abled people
such as the visually challenged or the speech and hearing impaired do? They do
accept their reality and tackle life as a challenge. They are fully aware of the fact that
the world is meant for survival and they too have a space for their own. Maybe, this is
why, we call them differently abled achievers. In this lesson, we come across onereal
life Diwakar Sharma. He was born in 1992 in New Delhi. He was a student of Delhi
Public School. He is an Indian singer who is one of the first visually- impaired child
artist at the national level today. He excels in his chosen field better than normal
children. The Almighty is very much graceful and merciful towards him. Shall we know
something more about him in the course of this lesson?

God has endowed everyone of us with five different sensory organs for better
communication as given below. The differently abled who have been deprived of any
one of these organs, try their level best to manage with the available sensory organs.
Have a look at them along with their different perceptions.

Read on and discover how a group of Class VIl students learnt a new language
and a new way of looking at their lives!
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Class VIl was really excited. They were going to interact with the students of
Class Vllin Little Flower Convent for the Visually Impaired. They were going to spend
the afternoon there.

They were going to read a book brought out by a group called Chetana that had
Braille letters on one side and the English alphabet on the other. The story was a nice
one. Both the groups of Class VIl children had read it. After that, they were going to
hear a young boy called Diwakar Sharma sing.

When they met, the Principal said, “Children, we all have things that we can do
and things we can't. Today, you are going to share your knowledge with each other.
The children of this school will teach you Braille and you will read with them and
describe the pictures. Then the children of this school will take you around their
classrooms. After that, we will assemble in the auditorium for the music show. You
may pair off now and read the book.” The teachers helped to pair off the children of
both schools. Every pair had a copy of the book to read. Each of the children was
wondering, “What will it be like, to read the book by feeling?”

They started reading the book together. It was a great fun. For both kids in each
pair, it was as if a new world was opening up — a world of new sensations and feelings.
For instance, Reena from the visiting school learnt that her fingers could actually 'feel’
and understand.

“Why do | use my eyes so much?” she asked herself. Kajol of the Little Flower
School felt that she could actually 'feel' a picture. 'Why did | never ask my mother this
before?' she wondered. She always imagined her mother's saree to be 'yellow'. Some
days, when her mother was anxious, it would feel 'grey'. On other days, when she was
busy, it would feel 'blue’. It had never occurred to her that she could use her 'sense’ of
colours to understand the things that she read with her fingers. | can actually 'read' a
magazine with pictures,” she thought. Deepak of the visiting school had another
perception. “Do | ever see the shapes of the things | read?” he asked himself. “Itis as if
| don't actually see anything at all! | never pause!”

The children of the visiting school had a glimpse of a whole new language and
with it, another view of the life they were leading. The letters were fascinating. They
learnt to write them and asked their teacher if they could get a stylus and Braille
Board, so that they could write to their new friends in Braille. “Why not,” said their
teacher. “We will buy some soon.” Here is what they learnt.
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As they walked around the school with their new friends, they had another
surprise. Rashmi discovered that her friend Geetha could actually warn her even
about small burnps on the path. “There is a stone in this area that is slightly sharp, she
said. “Walk carefully.” Rashmi was astounded! Asif also discovered something. “He
discovered that his friend James could actually hear sounds and 'read' them. For
instance, a lady passed them and James said, “Ah, Susila Miss.” “How do you know?”
asked Asif. “Oh, her feet make a swishing sound when she walks. It is easy to find out
who people are, from the way they walk!” said James. “| can always know which
person in my family is in the same room with me.” Asif remembered how his mother
always seemed to 'creep’ in and know when he wasn't studying. “How does he figure
this out?” he thought.
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It was time for the cultural show. The children were curious to know who
Diwakar Sharmawas.

The hall was packed. The Principal ‘ R
introduced Diwakar. She said, “Diwakar , *
Sharma is a twelve year old singer. When
he was one year old, Diwakar's visual
impairment was confirmed. Alka Sharma,
Diwakar's mother is a doctor. She gave up
her practice to look after Diwakar.

His father, Sunil Sharma is an
engineer. But their only aim in life is to give
Diwakar a platform to showcase his singing

talent. “Recognizing his ability, we have
dedicated our lives to making his dream of
becoming a singer come true”, says his
father.

accepting

devoted
Aoty - talent ) l

It was in a televised Indian children's Interactive Reality Musical Game Show
that Diwakar came into public gaze. He had the world glued to the show. His
character, strength and talent were unmistakable. Director of the show, Gajendra
Singh said of Diwakar, 'It is his positive attitude, remarkable composure and
confidence that get him noticed. He proves to be an icon for children of his age.’
Diwakar is articulate and mature far beyond his years. His sense of understanding of
a situation or reacting to it comes from his avid interest in reading. Diwakar uses the
Jaws Software for his studies and other interests. He is a good student at a regular
school.

‘I have read all the Harry Potter series and have enjoyed them all. | like reading
children's classics and books on history. | take part in quiz contests and writing
competitions. My knowledge and versatility in language comes from the fact that |
read alot”, says Diwakar.
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He has performed in the presence
of APJ Abdul Kalam, the President of India
then, various foreign dignitaries and
famous singers. Tushar, an ex-student of
Diwakar's school, sums it all up, “Diwakar
is a true champion, big at heart and
attitude. Just watching him perform
moves us all and certainly gives us hope.”

He belongs to the rare breed of
individuals who are gifted to inspire and
lead. We have learnt through Diwakar that
no matter how difficult the circumstances,
there is always something positive,
something to look forward to, something
truly joyful and fulfilling. The human spirit
that Diwakar embodies is what brings us
together and makes us succeed.

Diwakar is determined not to get
forward...on and on.

“Ladies and Gentlemen,
our school is proud to present

...Diwakar Sharma!”

Diwakar sang to
thunderous applause.

discouraged

stuck

a natural ability to do
something well

calm manner

firm trust

picture

behaving in a sensible
way like an adult

circumstances

keen

range of skill

entertained an
audience by playing a
piece of music

person of high rank

auditoriums

person who defeated
all his rivals

represents

discouraged

rises

3y

deterred by any challenge. He surges
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B.1. “Heis proving to be of his age.”
a. Who said these words?

b. Whom do the underlined words refer to?

Why do you think the person being referred to proves to be an icon for
children of hisage?

2. “Recognizing his ability, we have dedicated our lives to making his dream of

becoming a singer come true.”
a. Who said these words? Whom does the underlined word refer to?

b. Whatability of the person are we talking about?

c. Whatsacrifice did the person's mother make to help him?

C. 1. Whois Diwakar Sharma? Which event has made him popular?

2. Whyis Gajendra Singh full of praise for the young boy?

3. Howhas hisinterestin reading helped him?

4. What are Diwakar's other interests?

5. According to Tushar, what can we learn from Diwakar?
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D. Match the words in column Awith their meanings in column B.

SPIRIT to present somebody's abilities
ICON an opportunity to make progress
PLATFORM way of feeling or thinking

SOLE a small picture or a symbol
SUMS UP one and only

SHOWCASE summarizes

A. What personality traits of Diwakar Sharma attract you?
Choose any three that impress you.

= D ) =

= = N 2 o

2N

1. 2. 3

B. Are there people who 'speak a different language' from you?
Are there people about whom you say, 'l can never be their friend?'
Are there people who think very differently from you?
Are there people whom you feel superior/inferior to?
Fill in the spaces with words that come to your mind when you think
of learning something from someone different from you.

No. My quality The person’'s quality What | can learn
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C. Diwakar's knowledge and versatility comes from
1. Do you agree with this statement? YES /NO. Why?
2. Doyoureadbooks? If so, what kind of books do you read?

D. Do you believe that reading is a good habit? Discuss this in class. Make a list
of atleastthree reasons as to why we should read. Read the following lines.
= The more you read, the more you know. 1.
= The more you know, the smarter you grow.
= The smarter you grow, the stronger your voice, 2.
= In speaking your mind or making your choice.

3.

State-of-being verbs do not show action; they simply say something about the
subject. State-of-being verbs are often called linking verbs because thev link the
subject of the sentence with information aboutit. '
They are also called ‘Be’ family axillary verbs / helping verbs.
There are eight state-of-being verbs:

is am are
was were

be being been

= The teacher is tall.
In this sentence, is links the teacher to
information about her-the fact that she is tall. That is her state-of-being.
Give your example.

An Action verb indicates the action of a
person or a thing. The action can be visible or
mental.

Some action verbs show visible action.

= Raman plays football.
= The catdrankthe milk.
= Nancy talked to her friends.

The verbs play, drink and talk indicate visible actions. These actions can be
seen. Some verbs indicate mental actions. These actions cannot be seen or heard
directly. They are thinking activities, but they are still actions. These verbs are also
called Main Verbs.
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= The students understand the assignment.
= Everyone believes you.
The verbs understand and believe express mental actions. The chart above shows

the two types of action verbs.

S5E:
1. Draw a line under each verb. Write A in the blank if the verb is an action verb.
Write inthe blankifthe verb is a state-of-being verb.

a) ___ We are all here now.

b) _ Iread bedtime stories every day.

c) _____ Sheis watering the plants.

d) ___ | have been in the Indian Army since 1998.

e) ____ The weather being rough, we remained at home.

2. Remember and Recall. Write all the state-of-being verbs from your memory.

» | saw a film. » She is arranging the flowers. » The dog bit a boy.

The words a film, the flowers and a boy are the " ' of the verbs saw, is
arranging, and bit. gjﬂ
‘ : o -~ 2
7
» The child is sleeping. » She sat down. ®» He sneezed.

The verbs ‘is sleeping’, ‘sat down’ and ‘sneezed’ do not have objects.

Several verbs c: n be used as both transitive and intr: insitive.

Latha started the quarrel. The meeting started on time.

| opened the door. The library opens at 10 a.m.

The government increased the price of The water level steadily increased.
petrol.

They broke the window panes. The pencil broke into two.
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| Underline the verb and decide whether it is transitive or intransitive.

| ®» Transitive ®» |ntransitive ®» Transitive =

| ®» Transitive ®» Intransitive ®» Transitive ®» [ntransitive

State whether the verbs in the following sentences are transitive or intransitive.
Name the object of each transitive verb.

®» Who broke the window ?
®» The child has fallen asleep.

» | saw the accident with my own eyes.

®» She did not admit her faulit.

* Agroup of words which makes complete sense is called a sentence.
Asentence has five components.
Little Jack sat in a corner.

Transitive Verb

Intransitive Verb

Direct Object

Indirect Object

Subject Complement

Object Complement

Answers to Why?, How?, Where?, When?
There are basically five sentence patterns:
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o - b
a. Birds fly. b. The crowd laughed.

a. Ronaldo scored three goals. b. The collector inspected the building.
| a. My father gave me a watch. b. They presented him a bouquet.
| a. My father is an Engineer. b. She became a doctor.

| a. They elected her the class leader. b. He painted the car blue.

| SVA We meet every Friday.
SVOA The crowd cheered him lustily.
SVIODOA My uncle presented me a watch on my birthday.
SVCA He is a professor with a lot of experience.
SVOCA The committee appointed him the Chairperson on Monday.

Birds fly in the sky.
They painted the car red.
He gave me a pen.
We shall meet tomorrow.
The collector inspected the town.
They borrowed money from the bank.
The teacher reads a story.

NoOkWON =

Teacher reads out a paragraph and guides the students to identify the topical
sentence.

i. Describe anaverage day in your life.

95




ii. Debate on topics like:
* Have we got the real freedom dreamt by our noble leaders?
* “India — Free or Enslaved”? Though we live in a free country, we are not
still free in true sense of the word. We are shackled and fettered with
selfish needs and social evils.

Present news to your class from a newspaper

1. Regional 2. National 3. International 4. Weather 5. Sports.
Skim through a newspaper, read the headlines and identify the fields related to them.
Scan through the passages for specific information.

Once a young journalist asked Edison about why he was trying to make the electric
bulb when he failed so many times. To this Edison replied, “Young man, don't you
realize that each time | tried, | learnt something?” He tried out countless types of
material in his search for a filament that would work. On October 21, 1879, after
thirteen months of repeated failure, Edison 1
finally succeeded in lighting the electric bulb. It
has been reported that Edison had failed more
than 17000 times before perfecting the first
electric bulb. Scan the passage and pick out
the important facts and ideas and write them
down in this box.

> w0 BN

5.

Essay-writing is a written composition that expresses one's thoughts and
ideas, and/or opinions and feelings on some topic.

The parts of an essay consist of an introduction followed by supporting
paragraphs that lead to the conclusion that summarises the topic.
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POEM

Rabindranath Tagore prays for a world without fear — one world held together
by freedom. Tagore's poem overflows with a deep sense of patriotism and the power
in every Indian to create that freedom which he should enjoy.

Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high

Where knowledge is free

Where the world has not been broken up into fragments

By narrow domestic walls

Where words come out from the depth of truth

‘Man is borm free Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection

yut is Where the clear stream of reason has not lostits way

averywhere in Into the dreary desert sand of dead habit

shains.” Where the mind is led forward by thee

Into ever-widening thought and action

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.
- Rabindranath Tagore

Aroken pieces As we remember Tagore on his 150" birth
country's internal affairs

. anniversary, we recall his contribution towards Indian
Jutting a lot of hard work

and energy into something over along Writing in English. A Bengali poet,artist ,novelist and

period oftime educator, he won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1913

working hard . . . .
dull which was followed by a series of titles and awards during
wake up his career.

In this poem, the poet dreams of an ideal world where everyone is truly free
and liberated from all kinds of fetters.

fearlessness and dignity
freedom of information

equality and harmony
truthfulness

I

striving for excellence
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1. What is the poem about?

2. What do you understand by the phrase, 'dead habit '?

3. What according to the poet will lead us to perfection?

4. What does the poet mean by 'ever-widening thought and action'?

5. When will our country be considered a heaven?

6. Do you like this poem? State reasons.

7. Recite the poem “Where the Mind is Without Fear” in groups or individually with
correct intonation and stress.

No. My Dream My Responsibility No. My Dream My Responsibility

1 5.
2 6
3. 7
4 8.
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Supplementary
Reader

Sometimes, landscapes can speak to us. But they only talk if we are willing to
listen to them.

Manohar Devadoss loves his hometown Madurai. A scientist by profession,
the writer has produced some exquisite pen sketches of Madurai and its
surroundings. One of his sketches of Yaanai Malai has been reproduced here for you.
But what makes him extraordinary is not his versatility. It is his indomitable spirit.

For more than thirty years, Manohar Devadoss has had Retinitis Pigmentosa,
an eye disorder that slowly but surely reduces vision. His wife Mahema, an immensely
courageous person in her own right, was paralyzed below the shoulders following a
road accident 36 years ago. The love that they could bring to each other in the face
of great tragedy has been a source of inspiration to all who have known them.
Read and discover if! constructed buildings

The city of Madurai has been in existence for at least 2400 years. Throughout
its history the city has nurtured Tamil literature. Over the centuries, Madurai has
become famous for its temple complex. Rich in tradition, this ancient temple town
has acquired its very own mythologies, evolving its own customs and festivals.

Adominant landmark of the north-eastern outskirts of Madurai is Yaanai Malai,
a solid rocky hil. When seen or approached from Madurai, this hill has a rather
striking resemblance to a seated elephant - hence the name Yaanai Malai (Elephant
Hill). Dotted with starkly beautiful palmyra trees, this part of rural Madurai has had a
character all its own.
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The paddy fields here were nourished by monsoon rains, supplemented by water
from large wells called Yettrams, which have all but vanished from the rural scene
today. Yettrams were extensively used during my boyhood to draw water from these
large, square, irrigation wells. A yettram well had long casuarina poles tied together
with a rope, a large bucket made of leather at one end and a counterpoise at the
other, enabling a man to single-handedly draw large volumes of water.

On a cool moon in October, in the early 1950s, a school friend and |, on an
impulse, decided to take a cross-country trek to Yaanai Malai, climb up the hill and
stand on its head to look at Madurai

and the surrounding country. At one added _to _
stage the hill seemed close enough but balancm_g weight
sudden idea
as we walked on it seemed to move walking across the
further away. Suddenly an idyllic rural country
peaceful

scene presented itself. We saw watery
fields being ploughed. There was a

large, square yettram well from which a wiry old man was drawing water. Yaanai
Malai was an imposing and silent backdrop.

Monsoon clouds began to gather, darkening the upper sky and softening the
light falling on the austere scene. The landscape was placid but the sky was in
turmoil. And yet, there was perfect harmony between land and sky. The sky became
darker and light played games on the hill. Alarge drop of water hit my head. Almost
immediately, a heavy downpour tore open the sky and the hill instantly disappeared
behind curtains of water. As we walked back to Madurai thoroughly drenched, my
friend complained with chattering teeth that the rain had ruined our plan.

simple and refined
| thought that what we had witnessed quiet

moments earlier was a rare visual gift and stormy _
surrounding

that we could always climb Yaanai Malai
some other day. But my destiny decreed that, in this life, | was not to climb up this hill
to enjoy viewing Madurai and its enveloping beauty. However, many years later - in
October 1986 — | was to capture in ink on paper, the magic of the moment, of that
distant afternoon, before lashing rains obliterated the serene landscape.
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During my adolescence, Yaanai Malai inspired in me a sense of mystique.
Though | gave a premium to rationalism then, | had difficulty thinking of Yaanai

Malai as a non-living, huge Jiving value to reason
chunk of stone.

To me the hill seemed like a silent witness to all that was happening in Madurai,
through its history. To this day, | dream of this hill in ways that relate to visual pleasure.
In 2001, at a time when my vision - due to an incurable visual syndrome, Retinitis
pigmentosa — had declined to a level when | was hardly able to see any details of a
distant landscape, | dreamt that my wife,Mahema — who _
became paralysed below her shoulders, following a road Jisease
accidentin 1972 — was in her wheelchair and that | stood by her side on top of Yaanai
Malai. In this vivid dream, | showed her some of the important landmarks of Madurai,
the tower of the large Vandiyoor temple tank, the cupolas of the historic palace called
the mahal, the great gateway towers of the temple and many hills far and near. 1told
Mahema in my dream that had Thirumalai Nayak the ruler who had built the mahal
three-and-a-half centuries earlier, climbed up the hill then, he would have had a view

not vastly different from the one we were looking at.

The monolith, Yaanai Malai looks like an elephant only when it is viewed from
the southwest. Happily, Madurai sits to the southwest of Yaanai Malai. What appears
from Madurai to have a pyramidal shape is in actuality a very elongated hill. The
Melur road from Madurai runs many miles parallel to the southeastern slope of the hill.
When viewed from here, the hill has a different yet dominant appeal, as one can see

from this drawing of the hill that | completed in June stone structure.
2002 and have pleasure in presenting below. The suddenly

. separate
broad band of paddy fields ends not far from the hill and water bird
then the monolith rises abruptly and steeply like a green colour

mighty fortress. The pale brown hue of the hill is
enriched by discrete downward streaks of rust-red stains.

During the cool winter months, before the emerald of the paddy fields slowly

turns into a wealth of gold, small flocks of lily-white egrets alight here to feast upon the
tiny, silvery fish that stray into the shallow waters of the fields.
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The egrets slow, flapping take-off and the gentle swoop of

soft-landing-as they hop
moving up and down

from one part of the field western classical dancer

to another — are as
graceful as the movements of ballerinas.

The borders of the paddy fields are often lined with rows of
palmyra trees. Small bushes grow wild at the foot of the trees.
During the winter season, these plants burst into thousands of yellow flames of
flowers.

1. Inwhich direction from Madurai is Yaanaimalai situated?

2. Why isthe hill called Yaanaimalai?

1. The other name for Yaanai Malaiis .
a) Yalli Hill b) Elephant Hill c) Tiger Hill d) Elephant cave

2. A yettramis made up of .
a) long casuarinapoles b)arope c)alarge bucket d)allthese three

3. The author dreamt of visiting with his wife .
a) Elephant Hills b) NilgiriHills  c)Yercaud Hills d)Anamalai Hills

4. The authorwas affected by .
a) paralysis b)influenza  c)pneumonia d) retinitis pigmentosa

Write a paragraph of ten lines about any place that is precious and valuable to
you. Planitwell!

During the cool winter months, before the emerald of the paddy fields slowly
turns into a wealth of gold, small flocks of lily-white egrets alight here to feast upon the
tiny, silvery fish that stray into the shallow waters of the fields. The egrets slow,
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flapping take-off and the gentle swoop of soft-landing-as they hop from one part of
the field to another—are as graceful as the movements of ballerinas.

= Notice the language used. What makes it beautiful? Give your views.

= How does the writer describe the colour of the paddy fields?

= They are emerald [green] in colour—he compares this green to a precious stone .

= They change into 'a wealth of gold' — bright yellow — and are as
precious to him as gold.

= How does the writer describe the colour and movement of the egrets? Fill in.

Find out about the various types of irrigation facilities used in Tamilnadu,
analyze which of them is the most eco friendly and efficient.
Here is a suggested frame.

Conditions Eri Bore/Well/ Yettram River Canal Rainfed
Deep tube
well
Availability of
Water

Time available

Nature of use
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| had normal vision while | was doing Il year M.B.B.S. at the prestigious CMC,
Vellore. One day, just before class, | felt some irritation in my eyes and wiped it off.
After some time on that fatal day, | felt | was gradually losing my vision. | tried my level
best to look at the Professor. | felt as if | was seeing her through dusty glass. While my
eyes were wandering in search of the right vision, the Professor yelled at me asking
“Siva, are you dreaming in the class?”

| approached all the renowned eye specialists but to my disappointment, they
told me that nothing could be done to restore the vision as it was a case of 'Retinitis
Pigmentosa'.

| could not continue my medical studies but my passion to pursue my studies
grew so much. A friend of mine suggested meeting one Prof. M.Sahadevan,
President of National Association for the Blind and also worked as Professor of
English at the prestigious Presidency College, Chennai. He instilled confidence in me
by telling that sixty two visually challenged students were already studying there and
like him, seven professors were working in the language departments. Yes! | felt the
Almighty has shut only one door but opened many. Today | am glad to say that | work
as Asst. Professor of English at my alma mater, The Presidency,and offer coaching for
the students who appear for NET and SLET tests. Recently , | was awarded Ph.D
degree for my doctoral thesis on the topic ‘Theatre in Indian Writing in English’.
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