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Development of Question papers for
Higher Secondary Classes

General Guidelines

Question paper may be prepared in accordance with the design and blue print so as
to ensure fair distribution of Curriculum Objectives/ content areas and types of
questions.

Question should be based on the Curriculum Objectives.

Curriculum Objectives can be clubbed or can be split into'shorter chunks, whenever
necessary, for framing questions.

Questions for assessing higher order mental processes should be framed, focusing
ontheability to apply, analyse, evaluate and think creatively.

Different types of questions- objectivetype,short answer type, essay typeetc., shal
beincluded in the question paper.

There need not be separate sections in.the question paper for different types of
questions.

Questionsthat test mererecalling and rote learning shall be avoided.

A fair distribution of open-ended questions shall be included to promote divergent
and creativethinking.

Question textsand thedirections given shall besimple, clear and comprehensive.
Objectivetype questions should aim at testing higher order mental processes.

Thereshall not bearigid pattern regarding the type of questions, number of questions
and order of questions.

Questionsshall belife-related
Questions shall bein accordance with thelearning activities.

Careshall betakento avoid gender bias, communal sentimentsetc. in the questions
framed.

Adequate hintsfor answering the questions shall be given, wherever necessary.

Choice of questions may be given only upto a maximum of 20% of the total score.
While giving the choice, due attention shall be given to select the same content area/
curriculum objective, scores, mental processesinvolved etc.
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The duration of the examination will be 2 hrs for subjects having 60 scores and
2'/, hrsfor those having 80 scores, in addition to the cool off timefor 15 mts.

Question paper shall be bilingual (English and Malayalam) except in languages.
Technical termscan betrandliterated wherever necessary.

Scoresfor objectivetype questions shall not exceed 20% of thetotal score.

Maximum score for aquestion shall not exceed 10% of thetotal score. However in
Botany and Zoology a maximum of 5 score can be given to a question. Fractions
may be avoided.

All questions should have an entry level, sothat all learnerswheo have undergonethe
learning process can get the minimum score. However, the possibility of applying
higher order mental process, considering the different levelsof thelearnersshall be
taken into account.

Score should be noted in the question paper against each question and word limit
may be specified wherever necessary.

Score shall be given to aquestion in accordance with the mental processesinvolved
inanswering it.

The possibility of using asingle question text asthe question text for other questions
can be explored.

While setting a question papertheitime allocation shall be in accordance with the
timefor reading the questions andthinking, planning and writing time of the answer.

Guidelinesfor developing scoring key

1.

Scoring indicators should reflect the mental processes involved in answering that
question.

Conceptsto be evaluated should be clear and specific.

Scoring key for:epen-ended questions shall give due consideration to afairly wide
range of possibleresponses. It may include sequencing of ideas, relevance, originality,
creativity, level of thinking, presentation etc.

The scoring key should indicate the split up scores for the essentia lower order
mental processes and the higher order mental processesinvolved inthe answer.

Reasonabl e split up may be given for the scores.

While evaluating the ability to express the knowledge constructed by the learner,
limitationsin language shall beignored.
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"Alas,”” said the mouse , " the whole world is growing smaller every day. At the beginning it was so big
that | was afraid. | kept running and running, and | was glad when | saw walls far away to the right and
left, but these long walls have narrowed so quickly that | am in the last chamber already, and there in
the corner stands the trap that | must run into.”

"You only need to change your direction,” said the cat, and ate it up.
(France Kafka)
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