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Development of Question papers for
Higher Secondary Classes

General Guidelines

PART III

HISTORY

1. Question paper may be prepared in accordance with the design and blue print so as to ensure

fair distribution of Curriculum Objectives/ content areas and types of questions.

2. Question should be based on the Curriculum Objectives.

3. Curriculum Objectives can be clubbed or can be split into shorter chunks, whenever necessary,

for framing questions.

4. Questions for assessing higher order mental processes should be framed, focusing on the ability

to apply, analyse, evaluate and think creatively.

5. Different types of questions - objective type, short answer type, essay type etc.,  shall be

included in the question paper.

6. There need not be separate sections in the question paper for different types of questions.

7. Questions that test mere recalling and rote learning shall be avoided.

8. A fair distribution of open-ended questions shall be included to promote divergent and creative

thinking.

9. Question texts and the directions given shall be simple, clear and comprehensive.

10. Objective type questions should aim at testing higher order mental processes.

11. There shall not be a rigid pattern regarding the type of questions, number of questions and order

of questions.

12. Questions shall be life-related

13. Questions shall be in accordance with the learning activities.

14. Care shall be taken to avoid gender bias, communal sentiments etc. in the questions framed.

15. Adequate hints for answering the questions shall be given, wherever necessary.

16. Choice of questions may be given only upto a maximum of 20% of the total score. While giving

the choice, due attention shall be given to select the same content area/ curriculum objective,

scores, mental processes involved etc.

17. The duration of the examination will be 2 hrs for subjects having 60 scores and

21/
2
 hrs for those having 80 scores, in addition to the cool off time for 15 mts.
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18. Question paper shall be bilingual (English and Malayalam) except in languages. Technical terms

can be transliterated wherever necessary.

19. Scores for objective type questions shall not exceed 20% of the total score.

20. Maximum score for a question shall not exceed 10% of the total score. Fractions may be

avoided.

21. All questions should have an entry level, so that all learners who have undergone the learning

processes can get the minimum score. However, the possibility of applying higher order mental

process, considering the different levels of the learners shall be taken into account.

22. Scores should be noted in the question paper against each question and word limit may be

specified wherever necessary.

23. Scores shall be given to a question in accordance with the mental processes involved in

answering it.

24. The possibility of using a single question text as the question text for other questions can be

explored.

25. While setting a question paper, the time allocation shall be in accordance with the time for

reading the questions and thinking, planning and writing time of the answer.

26. Around 30% of scores will be distributed to the areas of World History.

27. Areas avoided from the syllabus and text book from this academic year onwards, should not be
considered for setting questions.

(Refer pages 188 to 193 of History Source Book XII)

Guidelines for developing scoring key

1. Scoring indicators should reflect the mental processes involved in answering that question.

2. Concepts to be evaluated should be clear and specific.

3. Scoring key for open-ended questions shall give due consideration to a fairly wide range of

possible responses. It may include sequencing of ideas, relevance, originality, creativity, level of

thinking, presentation etc.

4. The scoring key should indicate the split up scores for the essential lower order mental processes

and the higher order mental processes involved in the answer.

5. Reasonable split up may be given for the scores.

6. While evaluating the ability to express the knowledge constructed by the learner, limitations in

language shall be ignored.
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Weightage to Cluster of CO’s/ Content Area (Unit)

Sl. No. Cluster of CO’s / Content Area (Unit) No. of questions Score Percentage

1 1, 2 (Unit - 1) 1 5 6.25 %

2 3 to 14 (Unit 2, 3) 3 12 15 %

3 15 to 25 (Unit 4, 5) 3 12 15 %

4 26 to 29 (Unit - 6, 7) 3 12 15 %

5 30 to 60 (Unit - 8,9,10) 2 14 17.5 %

6 61 to 77 (Unit - 11,12,13) 2 13 16.25 %

7 77 to 89 (Unit - 14,15) 3 12 15 %

Total 17 80 100 %
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Weightage to Type of Questions

Sl. No. Type of Questions No. of questions Score Percentage

1 Objective 3 16 20

2 Short Answer 11 43 53.75

3 Essay 2 16 20

4 Others (Map) 1 5 6.25

Total 17 80 100

Blue Print

Sl. No. Cluster of CO’s/ Content Area (Unit) Objective Short Answer Essay Others Total

1 1, 2 - 1 1

(Unit - 1) - (5) - - (5)

2 3,7,9 - 3 3
(Unit - 2,3) - (12) - - (12)

3 15,20,24 2 1 3
(Unit - 4,5) - (7) - (5) (12)

4 26,27,28,29 1 2 3
(Unit - 6,7) (5) (7) - - (12)

5 31,32,33,37,38,40,43,44,48,52, 1 1 2
58,59 (Unit - 8, 9, 10) (6) - (8) - (14)

6 61,63,67,68,71,72,73,76 1 1 2
(Unit - 11, 12, 13) (5) - (8) - (13)

7 85, 87 3 3
(Unit - 14,15) - (12) - - (12)

Total 3 11 2 1 17
(16) (43) (16) (5) (80)
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Xmsg ]d-bp-∂-h-bn¬ ‘a’ hn`m-K-Ønse ]c-kv]-c-_‘w a\- n-em°n AXp-t]mse ‘b’ hn`mKw

]q¿Øo-I-cn-°p-I.

a. “An Introduction to Contemporary History” :  Geoffrey Barraclough.

b. “Age of Extremes” :  .........................

a. The Treaty of Versailles :  Germany

b. The Treaty of St. Germain :  .........................

a. Fascism :  Black Shirts

b. Nazism :  .........................

a. Hiroshima :  Japan

b. Pearl Harbour :  .........................

a. New Economic Policy :  Lenin

b. Five Year Plans :  .........................

(Score: 5)

2. Analyse the impact of the Portuguese contact in Kerala in economic, religious and educational
fields.

t]m¿®p-Kokv _‘w tIc-f-Øns‚ kmº-Øn-I, hnZym-`ym-k, aX-]-c-amb cwK-ß-fn¬

sNep-Ønb kzm[o\w hni-I-e\w sNøp-I.

(Score: 3)

3. The British had won the battles of Plassey and Buxar through different tactics.  Compare the
strategies of the British in both the battles and give your view points regarding the importance of
these battles in the history of India.

hyXykvX X{¥-ß-fn-eq-sS-bmWv πmkn, _Ivkm¿bp-≤-ßƒ {_n´o-jp-Im¿ hnP-bn-®-Xv.  c≠p-

bp-≤-ß-fnepw Ah¿ kzoI-cn® X{¥-ßsf Xmc-Xayw sNbvXp-sIm≠v C¥ym Ncn-{X-Øn¬

B bp≤ßƒ°p≈ {]m[m\yw kw_-‘n®v \nß-fpsS A`n-{]m-b-ßƒ tcJ-s∏-Sp-Øp-I.

(Score: 4)

4. “The British introduced the ryotwari system to avoid the defects of permanent settlement.  But
both the systems adversely affected the cultivators”.  This is the opinion of a student in a discussion
in the class room.  How do you evaluate this opinion?  Substantiate.

HIGHER SECONDARY COURSE
SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER NO. 1

PART III

HISTORY

Std. XII Total Score : 80
Time : 2½hrs



www.S
tu

dy
Guid

eI
nd

ia.
co

m

“imizX `q\n-IpXn hyh-ÿ-bpsS A]m-I-X-Iƒ Hgn-hm-°p-∂-Xn-\p-th-≠n-bmWv {_n´o-jp-

Im¿ db´vhmcn-k-{º-Zmbw \S-∏n-em-°n-b-Xv.  F∂m¬ Cu c≠p k{º-Zm-b-ßfpw I¿j-Isc

{]Xn-Iq-e-ambn _m[n-®p”.  ¢mkv dqw N¿®-bn¬ ]s¶-SpØ Hcp Ip´n-bpsS A`n-{]m-b-am-Wn-Xv.

Cu A`n-{]m-bsØ \nßƒ Fßs\ hne-bn-cp-Øp-∂p?  hni-Z-am-°p-I.

(Score: 5)

5. “The British economic exploitation and colonialism in India had three successive phases”.  Elucidate
the features of those three phases. (50 words)

C¥y-bnse {_n´ojv kmº-ØnI Nqj-W-Øn\pw tImf-\n-hm-gvN°pw XpS¿®-bmb aq∂p

L´-ßƒ D≠m-bn-cp-∂p.  B aq∂p L´-ß-fp-sSbpw khn-ti-j-X-Iƒ hy‡-am-°p-I.

(Score: 3)

6. “The dismissal of Velu Thampi from the Dewanship and the order to arrest him by the Raja of
Travancore was against the will of the people” - Satheesh.

“The activities of Velu Thampi without the consent of the Travancore government forced the Raja
to take action against him”- Beena.

Analyse the above opinions and state which one do you favour.  Why?

“Xncp-hn-Xmw-Iq¿ cmPmhv thep-Ø-ºnsb Znhm≥ ]Z-hn-bn¬ \n∂v ]pd-Øm-°n-bXpw AdÃp

sNøm≥ DØ-c-hn-´Xpw P\m-`n-em-j-Øn-s\-Xn-cm-bn-cp∂p” ˛ kXo-jv.

“Xncp-hn-Xmw-Iq¿ k¿°m-cns‚ A\p-hm-Z-an-√msX thep-Øºn \S-Ønb {]h¿Ø\ßfmWv

At±-l-Øn-s\-Xnsc \S-]Sn kzoI-cn-°m≥ cmPm-hns\ \n¿∫-‘n-X-\m-°n-bXv” ˛ _o\.

Hcp ¢mkv dqw N¿®-bnse ta¬∏-d™ A`n-{]m-b-ßƒ hne-bn-cp-Øn-s°m≠v GX-`n-{]m-b-

tØm-SmWv \nßƒ tbmPn-°p-∂-sX∂v hy‡-am-°pI?  F¥p-sIm≠v?

(Score: 4)

7. Name the following places and mark them on the outline map provided.

! The place where the Revolt of 1857 started.

! The place where Nana Sahib led the revolt.

! The place where Bahadur Shah II gave leadership to the revolt.

! The major centre of the revolt of Rani Lekshmi Bai.

! The place where Kunwar Singh led the revolt.

\¬In-bn-´p≈ C¥y-bpsS cq]-tc-J-bn¬ Xmsg-∏-d-bp∂ ÿe-ßƒ t]cp-k-lnXw

AS-bm-f-s∏-Sp-Øp-I.

! 1857-˛se Iem]w Bcw-`n® ÿew.

! \m\m kmln_v Iem]w \bn® ÿew.

! _l-Zq¿jm c≠m-a≥ Iem-]-Øn\v t\XrXzw \¬Inb ÿew.

! dmWn e£van `mbn Iem]w \bn® tI{µw.

! I¨hm¿knwKv Iem]w \bn® ÿew.

(Score: 5)



www.S
tu

dy
Guid

eI
nd

ia.
co

m

8. Arrange the following in chronological sequence:

Xmsg-∏-d-bp∂ kw`-h-ßsf Ime-K-W-\m-{I-a-Øn¬ tcJ-s∏-Sp-Øp-I.

! Hunter Commission

! Queen Victoria’s Proclamation

! Wood’s Despatch

! Sree Narayana Dharma Paripalana Yogam

! Abolition of Sati

(Score: 5)

9. Analyse the features of the Minutes of Macaulay and state whether it promoted Indian education.

sa°m-sf-bpsS an\n-‰vkns‚ khn-ti-j-X-Iƒ hni-I-e\w sNbvXp, C¥y≥ hnZym-̀ ymk ]ptcm-

K-Xn°v AXv klm-b-I-am-bn-´p-t≠m-sb∂v hy‡-am-°p-I.

(Score: 3)

10. “Raja Ram Mohan Roy inaugurated the modern age in India”.  Do you think so?  Substantiate.

“C¥ybn¬ B[p-\nIbpK-Øn\v XpS-°w-Ip-dn-®Xv cmPm dmw taml≥ tdmbn BWv”.  \nßƒ

Aßs\ Icp-Xp-∂p-t≠m?  hni-Z-am-°p-I.

(Score: 4)

11. Link column ‘A’ with ‘B’ and ‘C’.

‘A’˛hn`m-K-Øn\p tbmPn-°p∂h ‘B’, ‘C’hn`m-K-ß-fn¬ \n∂p Is≠Øn ]´nI

{Ia-s∏-Sp-Øp-I.

A B C

Indian National Congress C.R. Das Operation Black Board

Dyarchy in the Provinces 1946 1906

Muslim League 1885 Council Entry

Constituent Assembly 1986 1919

Swaraj Party Salimullah Khan Bombay

New Education Policy Montague - Chelmsford Dr. Sachidanand Sinha

(Score: 6)

12. a. If you are invited to your nearby library on the Independence Day to present a seminar paper
on “the major national struggles under Gandhiji in India, his ideologies and their relevance at
present”, what will be your major areas of presentation?  Elucidate.

Km‘n-Pn-bpsS t\Xr-Xz-Øn¬ \S∂ {][m\ tZiob ka-c-ß-sf-°p-dn®pw Km‘n-b≥ BZ¿i-

ßƒ, Ah-bpsS ka-Im-enI {]k‡n F∂n-h-sb-°p-dn®pw kzmX{¥y Zn\-Øn¬ Hcp

skan-\m¿ t]∏¿ Ah-X-cn-∏n-°p-∂-Xn\v kao-]-Øp≈ Hcp sse{_-dn-bn-te°v \nßsf

£Wn-®m¬ Ah-X-cn-∏n-°m≥ Ign-bp∂ {][m\ {]Xn-]mZy hnj-b-ßƒ Fs¥m-s°-bm-bn-

cn-°pw?  hni-Z-am-°p-I.

(Score: 8)

OR
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b. Write a letter to the Prime Minister of India indicating the guiding principles of India’s foreign
policy and pointing out the need to stick on the policy of non-alignment in the present day
situations.

C¥y-bpsS hntZ-i-\-b-Øns‚ ASn-ÿm\ XXz-ßƒ kqNn-∏n-®p-sIm≠pw C∂sØ kml-

N-cy-Øn¬ tNcn-tN-cm-\-b-Øn¬ Dd®p \n¬t°-≠-Xns‚ Bh-iy-IX hy‡-am-°n-s°m≠pw

C¥y≥ {][m-\-a-{¥n-°v Hcp IØv Xøm-dm-°p-I.

(Score: 8)

13. a. Prepare a seminar paper on the emergence of fascism in Germany, Italy and Japan during the
interwar period and how it led the world to another world war which became a crime against
humanity.

Areas to be covered:

! Fascism in Germany, Italy and Japan.

! Events that led to the Second World War.

! Results of the Second World War.

! Lessons of the war.

Ccp temI-bp-≤-ßƒ°p-an-S-bn-ep≈ Ime-L-´-Øn¬ C‰-en, P¿Ω-\n, P∏m≥ F∂o

cmPy-ß-fn¬ ^mknÃv `c-W-Iq-S-ßƒ Bhn¿`-hn-®-Xn-s\-°p-dn®pw a\p-jy-cm-in-s°-Xn-sc-

bp≈ Ip‰-Ir-Xy-ambn amdnb c≠mw temI-bp-≤-Øn\v Ah-sb-ßs\ Imc-W-ambn F∂Xns\-

°p-dn®pw hni-Z-am-°p∂ Hcp skan-\m¿ t]∏¿ Xøm-dm-°pI.

]cn-K-Wn-t°≠ taJ-e-Iƒ:

! P¿Ω-\n, C‰-en, P∏m≥ F∂n-hn-S-ß-fnse ^mkn-k-Øns‚ hf¿®.

! c≠mw temI-bp-≤-Øn-te°v \bn® kw`-h-ßƒ.

! c≠mw temI-bp-≤-Øns‚ ^e-ßƒ.

! bp≤w Ah-ti-jn-∏n-°p∂ ]mT-ßƒ.

(Score: 8)

or

b. Prepare a seminar paper on the First World War and its effects.

Areas to be considered:

! Imperialist expansion and competition among the European nations.

! Aggressive nationalism

! Formation of military alliances.

! War and its consequences.

H∂mw temI-bp-≤-Øns‚ Imc-W-ßfpw AXns‚ A\-¥-c-^-e-ßfpw Dƒs°m-≈p∂ Hcp

skan-\m¿ t]∏¿ Xøm-dm-°p-I.

]cn-K-Wn-t°≠ taJ-e-Iƒ:

! km{am-PyXz hym]-\hpw bqtdm-]y≥ cmjv{S-ßƒ XΩn-ep≈ InS-a¬k-c-hpw.

! B{I-a-tWm¬kpI tZio-b-X.

! ssk\nI kJy-ß-fpsS cq]o-I-c-Ww.

! bp≤hpw A\-¥-c-^-e-ß-fpw.

(Score: 8)
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14. In an article a journalist expressed the view that UNO is a puppet in the hands of the powerful
nations.

Evaluate the validity of the statement on the basis of the basic principles and the involvement of
UNO in the contemporary issues.

Hcp ]{X-{]-h¿Ø-I≥ Xs‚ teJ-\-Øn¬ h≥i‡nI-fpsS ssIbnse shdpw Hcp Ifn-∏m-h-

bmWv UNO-F∂v A`n-{]m-b-s∏-´p.

UNO-bpsS ASn-ÿm\ XXz-ßƒ ]cn-K-Wn®v ka-Im-enI {]iv\-ß-fn¬ Fßs\ CS-s]-

Sp∂p F∂v hne-bn-cpØn ta¬∏-d™ {]kvXm-h-\-bpsS km[pX ]cntim-[n-°p-I.

(Score: 5)

15. Analyse how Glasnost and Perestroika changed the world order.

•mkvt\m-kvXv, s]cnkvt{Sm-bn° F∂nh temI-{I-asØ Fßs\ am‰n-a-dn®p F∂v

hni-I-e\w sNøp-I.

(Score: 4)

16. Prepare a brief report on the influence of Information Technology (IT) in our day today life.

\ΩpsS ssZ\w-Zn\ Pohn-X-Øn¬ hnh-c-km-t¶-XnI hnZy-bpsS (Information Technology) kzm[o-

\sØ kw_-‘n®v Hcp Ipdn∏v Xøm-dm-°p-I.

(Score: 3)

17. “Indian nationalism was a product of the political and administrative unity achieved by the British”

“We (the Indians) know that our wealth and resources are being exploited.  We have to put an end
to the foreign rule”.

Read the above statements and prepare a write up about the streams of historiography they
represent.  Give your own views about the objectivity of those two streams.

“cmjv{So-bhpw ̀ c-W-]-c-hp-ambn {_n´o-jp-Im-cp-≠m-°nb sFIy-Øns‚ D¬∏-∂-amWv C¥y≥

tZio-b-X”.

“\ΩpsS kºØpw hn`-h-ßfpw NqjWw sNø-s∏-Sp-∂p-s≠∂v \ap°v (C-¥ym-°m¿°v)

Adn-bmw.  Cu hntZi `cWw \ap°v Ah-km-\n-∏n-t°-≠-Xp-≠v”.

ta¬∏-d™ {]kvXm-h-\-Iƒ hmbn®v Ncn-{X-c-N-\m-co-Xn-bpsS GsXms° [mc-I-sf-bmWv Ah

{]Xn\n-[m\w sNøp-∂Xv F∂-Xn-s\-°p-dn®v Hcp Ipdn∏v Xøm-dm-°p-I.  Cu c≠p

[mc-I-fp-sSbpw hkvXp-\n-jvT-X-sb-°p-dn®v \nß-fpsS \nK-a-\-ßƒ tcJ-s∏-Sp-Øp-I.

(Score: 5)
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Scoring Indicators

Question No. Scoring Indicators Score Total Score

1 1 score each for five items

! “Age of Extremes”:  Eric Hobsbawm 1

! Treaty of St. Germain:  Austria - Hungary 1

! Nazism:  Brown Shirts 1

! Pearl Harbour:  America 1

! Five Year Plans:  Stalin 1 5

2 ! Analysed the impact on Economy 1

! Analysed the impact on Religion 1

! Analysed the impact on Education 1 3

3 ! Awareness about the battle of Plassey 1

! Awareness about the battle of Buxar 1

! Compared the strategies and arrived at conclusion about
the significance of the battle 2 4

4 ! Awareness about the Permanent Settlement 1½

! Awareness about the Ryotwari System 1½

! Analysed both the revenue settlements and arrived at valid

conclusions about how those systems affected the cultivators 2 5

5 ! Awareness about the Mercantalist phase 1

! Awareness about Free Trade Industrial Capitalism 1

! Awareness about Finance Capitalism 1 3

6 ! Awareness about the reasons of popularity of Velu Thampi 1

! Awareness about the causes of revolt of Velu Thampi 1½

! Arrived at own conclusion about the revolt of Velu Thampi 1½ 4

7 One score each to identify and locate the places with name

(Refer: Text book page. No: 71) 5



www.S
tu

dy
Guid

eI
nd

ia.
co

m

8 1 score each for five items:

! Abolition of Sati 1

! Wood’s Despatch 1

! Queen’s Proclamation 1

! Hunter Commission 1

! S.N.D.P 1 5

9 ! Awareness about the features of Minutes of Macaulay 1½

! Judgements are made about whether it promoted Indian
Education or not 1½ 3

10 ! Awareness about the activities of Raja Ram Mohan Roy 2

! Arrived at valid conclusions about whether he inaugurated
modern age, by analysing the social impact of his activities 2 4

11 ½ score each to 12 matching

B C
! 1885 Bombay 1

! Montague-Chelmsford 1919 1

! Salimullah Khan 1906 1

! 1946 Dr. Sachchidananda Sinha 1

! C.R. Das Council Entry 1

! 1986 Operation black board 1 6

12. a. ! Awareness about the Non Co-operation Movement, Civil
Dis-obedience Movement and Quit India Movement 3

! Awareness about the ideologies of Gandhi 2

! Arrived at conclusions and own judgements about the
relevance of Gandhian values at present 3 8

12. b. ! Awareness about the guiding principles of India’s Foreign
policy (Panchashel, Non-Alignment etc.) 4

! Evaluated whether there is any deviation from the basic
principles 2

! Form and structure of the write up, valid conclusions about
the need to stick on the policy of non-alignment 2 8

Question No. Scoring Indicators Score Total Score
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13.a. ! Formulated ideas about the emergence of fascist regimes
in Italy, Germany and Japan 2½

! Analysed the events that led to the second world war 2

! Awareness about the results 1½

! Form and structure of the seminar paper, own judgements
about the futility and inhuman nature of wars 2 8

or

13.b. ! Formulated an idea about how the imperialist expansion
caused tensions among the European Nations 2

! Analysed how aggressive nationalism and the formation
of military allainces led to the world war 3

! Form and structure of the seminar paper, stated the out
break of the first world war and analysed how it affected
the world order 3 8

14 ! Awareness about the basic principles 2

! Analysed the involvement of UNO in contemporary issues 1½

! Arrived at conclusions about the relevance of the
statement 1½ 5

15 ! Analysed the features of Glasnost and Perestroika 2

! Evaluated how these reforms affected Soviet Union 1

! Arrived at conclusion about how the disintegration of
Soviet Union affected the world 1 4

16 ! Awareness about the science of collecting, storing,
processing and transmitting information through different
medias 2

! Arrived at conclusion about the influence of I.T in the day
today life 1 3

17 ! Awareness about Imperialist Historiography 1½

! Awareness about Nationalist Historiography 1½

! Evaluated the objectivity of both the streams and arrived
at own judgements 2 5

Question No. Scoring Indicators Score Total Score
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Question Wise Analysis

Sl. No. Cluster of COs/ Mental Type of Score Time in

Content Area (Unit) Process Questions Minutes

1 61,63,68,71,72,74,76 1, 3, 7 O 5 7.5

2 3 1, 4 S.A 3 6

3 7 1, 3, 6, 10 S.A 4 9

4 9 1, 3, 4, 6, 10 S.A 5 9

5 15 1, 4, 5 S.A 3 6

6 20 1, 2, 4, 7 S.A 4 8

7 24 1, 2, 4, 8 Map 5 7.5

8 26, 27, 28, 29 1, 4 O 5 7.5

9 27 1, 3, 4, 6, 10 S.A 3 6

10 28 1, 4, 7 S.A 4 8

11 31, 32, 33, 40, 52, 58 1, 4 O 6 9

12 37, 38, 43, 44, 48,

59 1, 4, 5, 7, 10 E 8 16

13 67, 72, 73, 76,

63, 67 1, 3, 4, 6, 7, 10 E 8 16

14 78, 79 1, 4, 6, 10 S.A 5 10

15 85 1, 6 S.A 4 7.5

16 87 1, 7, 10 S.A 3 6

17 1, 2 1, 2, 3, 7, 10 S.A 5 11

Total 80 150

Marks Minutes


