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Development of Question papersfor Higher Secondary Classes

General Guiddines

10.
11.

12.
13.
14.

15.

16.
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Question paper may be prepared in accordance with the design and blue print so asto
ensure fair distribution of Curriculum Objectives/ content areasand types of questions.

Question should be based on the Curriculum Objectives.

Curriculum Objectives can be clubbed or can be split into shorter chunks, whenever
necessary, for framing questions.

Questionsfor ng higher order mental processes should beframed, focusing onthe
ability to apply, analyse, evaluate and think creatively.

Different typesof questions- objectivetype, short answer type, essay typeetc., shal be
included in the question paper.

There need not be separate sectionsin the question paper for different typesof questions.
Questionsthat test mererecalling and rotelearning shall be avoided.

A fair distribution of open-ended questions shall beincluded to promote divergent and
creativethinking.

Question textsand thedirectionsgiven shal | besmple, clear and comprehensive.
Objectivetype questions should-aim at testing higher order mental processes.

Thereshall not bearigid patternregarding the type of questions, number of questions
and order of questions.

Quedtionsshdll belife-related
Questionsshall beinaccordancewith thelearning activities.

Care shall betaken to avoid gender bias, communal sentimentsetc. inthe questions
framed.

Adequate hintsfor answering the questions shd | be given, wherever necessary.

Choiceof questionsmay be given only upto amaximum of 20% of thetotal score. While
giving the choice, due attention shall be given to salect the same content aregl curriculum
objective, scores, mental processesinvolved etc.

The duration of the examination will be 2 hrs for subjects having 60 scores and
2'/, hrsfor those having 80 scores, in addition to the cool off timefor 15 mts.

Scoresfor objectivetype questions shall not exceed 20% of thetotal score.

Maximum score for aquestion shall not exceed 10% of thetotal score. However in
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Botany and Zoology amaximum of 5 score can be given to aquestion. Fractionsmay be
avoided.

All questions should have an entry level, so that all learnerswho have undergonethe
learning process can get the minimum score. However, the possibility of applying higher
order mental process, considering the different levelsof thelearnersshall betakeninto
account.

Score should be noted in the question paper against each question and word limit may be
specified wherever necessary.

Score shall begiven to aquestionin accordance with the mental processesinvolvedin
answeringit.

The possibility of using asingle question text asthe question text for other questionscan
beexplored.

While setting aquestion paper, thetimeall ocation shdl beinaccordancewiththetimefor
reading the questionsand thinking, planning and writing time of theanswer.

Guidelinesfor developing scoring key

1
2.
3.

Scoring indicatorsshould reflect the menta . proeessesinvol ved in answering that question.
Conceptsto be evaluated should be clear. and specific.

Scoring key for open-ended questions shal give due considerationto afairly widerange
of poss bleresponses. It may include sequencing of ideas, relevance, origindity, cregtivity,
leve of thinking, presentation ete.

The scoring key should indicatethe split up scoresfor the essential lower order mental
processesand the higher-ordermental processesinvolvedintheanswer.

Reasonable split up may be given for the scores.

Whileeva uating theahility to expresstheknowledge constructed by thelearner, limitations
inlanguage shal| beignored.
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Guidelines for setting Question Papers
English Literature - Class XI|

Thereshdl not beany fixed pattern regarding the number, typeand theorder of questions
inthe question paper.

Treatment of language should beat discourseleve.

Unfamiliar passages profiles/ anecdotes/ storiesetc. can befollowed by questionstotest.
e differentlevelsof comprehension

e vocabulary itemsand writing responses

e vaiousformsof discourseslikereports diary/ dia oguestinterview/ notice/ dogans/
placards/ poster etc.

Poems from the Coursebook or unfamiliar poemswhich are similar to the theme and
message the poems in the Coursebook/ Practice Book can be used as question text.
These can befollowed by questionsto test:

e differentlevelsof comprehension
e  appreciation of the poems/ write-ups comparing the poemsetc.

Passagesfrom stories/ one-act plays/ expository piecesof writing etc., in the Coursebook
can beused in the question paperfor testing:

e differentlevelsof comprehension

e variousformsof discourseslikediaogues/ reports/ scripty screen play/ interview/
profile/ editorial/ |ettersetc.

Labelling of grammatical itemsshall be avoided. Approach to the questionsin grammar
shdl beat functiona level. If necessary languageformsand examplescan begivenaong
withthequestions.

There can be questionsto test the ability of thelearner tointerpret tables, charts, graphs
etc., and to prepare write-ups based on them.

Questionsshould be based on the Curriculum Objectives, the Coursebook and the Practice
Book.'

Hintsto thebare minimum, verbal or visua inputsetc., shal begiven wherever necessary.

There can be questionsto test the ability of thelearner to edit syntactic and morphol ogical
errors.
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Curriculum Qbjectives

The Curriculum Objectives identified for Class XII English Literature for terminal

evaluation

Thelearner

1. readsvariousnarrativelike short story, travel ogue, adventure stories; biography etc. and
comprehends, identifiesand appreciatestheir socid, linguistic and narrative aspects.

2. reads, discusses, reviewsand appreciatesthe various narrati ves.

3. discussesand devel opsbasic conceptsof literary and social criticism and evaluatesand
reviews stories, poemsetc. based on them.

4. readsshort stories, discussesthei r themesand aestheti caspectslike pointsof view, narrétive
techniques, characterisation etc. and devel opsreviewsand critical notes.

5. Collectssmilar short storiesreadsand identifiestheir features.

6. readsand gppreciatesvariousformsof stories, discussthemessage, ideasand socio-culturd,
linguitic, racial, gender aspectsportrayedin them.

7. discernsthestyleof |languagesuitablefor variousliterary forms, imitates, writesreview and
presentsthem beforetheclass.

8. discussesand develops screen plays, parallel narrativesand variousformsof discourses
likeletter, diary, speech etc.

9. developsimaginationand attemptswriting creative essayson variousissues.

10. readsandrecites poemsof different themes, discusses and appreciatesthoughts, feelings
and messages.

11. preparesreviewsbased on the aesthetic aspects of poems.

12. collectspoemsandidentifiesthetheme, techniques, styleand rhyme.

13. attemptscreativeand parallel writing of poemsand presentsthem beforetheclass.

14. transformspoemsinto other formsof discourses.

15. readsand discoursesthe various poetic devices such asfigures of speech, imagery, tone,

mood, diction, rhythm etc. and analysesthe features of poeticlanguage.
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reads, discusses Shakesperian sonnetsand discernstheir poetic and linguistic features.

collectsdifferent sonnets, lovelyrics, modern poemsand prepareswrite-upson their poetic
andthematic qudities.

reads, comprehends, discusses and assesses essays of varioustypesand evaluates.
analyses, discussesvarioustypesof formsof dramatic poetry and understandsthe poetic
qudlities.

preparesinteractive presentations based on discussion of the poeti ¢ aspects of dramatic

monol ogue and collectsmonologues.

identifiesrelevant issuesand themesin variousessaysand preparespara lel reports, features,
articlesetc.

learnspoken formsof language and conversationd styleand variousdramatic and thestrical
dyles.
analysesthe structure of adrama, thegtrical feasturesand preparesreviews.

transformsother discoursesinto script.

reads, discusses articles, features, newsreports, medialiterature etc. related to sports,
science, lexicon etc. and preparesreviews, write upsetc. on scholastic themes.

organises seminars, debates, discussionsand campaignsrelated to various contemporary
issuesinthemedia

makewrite ups, reports, interviewsand investigation on various social and cultural aspects
andinvolvesthemsalvesin suchissues.,

reads and understands the socio-cultural aesthetic relevance of fiction and comprehends
the central theme.

discussesand devel opsreviews, write-ups, essaysetc. based ontheplot, characterisation,
technique, style, point of view etc. of thenovels.

transformsfictioninto other discoursesforms, attempts parallel and extended write ups of
noves.
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Weightageto Type of Questions

. No. of Per centage
Sl. No. Typeof Question Questions Score (approx)
1 Objective/ Very Short Answer 4 16 20%
2. Short Answer 8 32 40%
3. Essay 3 24 30%
4. Precticd Criticism 1 8 10%
Total 16 80 100%
Weightageto Content/Unit
Sl. No Content / Unit No. of Score Per centage
B Questions 9
1. Prose (a) Dear to all the Muses 6 24 30%
(b) Ontop of thewerld
2. Poetry Eternal\Lines 4 16 20%
3. Fiction Lord of theFlies 3 16 20%
4. DramaArmsandtheMan 2 16 20%
5. Pragticd Criticism 1 8 10%
Total 16 80 100%
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BluePrint
S. No. Cluster of COs very Short| - Short Essay Others Total

Answer | Answer Score

1. 10,15 v - - - 4(2x2)

2. 10,11,15 v - - - 4(2x2)

3. 11,12 v - - - 4(2x2)

4, 10,12 v - - - 4(2x2)
5. 18,21 - v - - 4
6. 19,21 - v - - 4
7. 18,21 - v - - 4
8. 19,21 - v - - 4
9, 18,19 - v - - 4
10. 18,19,21 - Ve - - 4
11. 28,29 - v - - 4
12. 28,30 - v - - 4
13. 23,27 - - v - 8
14. 22,23 o - v - 8
15. 28,29,30 - - v - 8
16. 15,16, 17 - - - v 8
Total 4 8 3 1 80
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General Instructions to candidates:

Partll] SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER
HSEXII ENGLISH LITERATURE
STANDARD - XI|

Maximum Score : 80
Time : 2% hrs.
Cool off time: 15 mts.

There is a cool-off time of 15 minutes in addition to the writing time of 2% hrs.
Use the cool-off time to get familiar with questions and to plan your answers.

You are not allowed to write your answers nor to discuss anything with others during
the cool-off time.

Read the questions carefully before you answer them
Answer all other questions.

“How dull it isto pause, to makean end,
To rust unburnished, not to shinein use!
Asthoughto breathewerelife.”

(@ Briefly describetheattitude of the speaker-of theselinestowardslife. (2 Score)

(b) Based ontheabovepoemyou have studied, what do you understand about thefeatures
of adramatic monologue. (2 Score)

“Whenwill thebell ring and endthisweariness?

How long have they tugged theleash, and strained apart
My pack of unruly hounds! 1'eannot start

Themagain onaquarry of knowledgethey hateto hunt,
| can haul them and urgethem no more.”

(@ Identify themetaphor intheabovelinesand explain the significance. (2core)
(b) Explainthereasonfor the speaker’ sweariness. (2 Score)

“The consul banged thetableand said: ‘ If you’ ve got no passport you' reofficially dead':
But wearedtill alive, my dear, but wearedtill dive.”

(@ Identify thespeaker andthecrissheisfacing. (2core)

(b) Officialdom believesin the letter of law and not in the spirit of law. How isthis
substantiated in the poem. (2core)
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“Andheleftus
achanged mother
and morethan

oneannud ritua.”
(@ What werethethingsleft by the deceased father asnarrated inthe poem? (2 Score)

(b) Describethe speakersattitudetowards hisfathersdeath. (2 Score)

(Answer the following questions (5 - 12) in not more than 60 words.)

5.

10.

11.

12.

“Warrior Against Weeds , commemoratesthe services of school headmaster Lohumi to his
village by destroying the Lantanaweed. |maginethat heisawarded the best scientist of the
year. Prepare aspeech he could ddliver on the occas on mentioning the detail sof hisstudy.

(4 Score)

Khushwant Singh givesabeautiful pictureof ManoMgraralway sationinhisessay. Describe
how thelivesof thevillagersare connected with thearrival and departure of thetrains.
(4 Score)

Imaginethat you are asked to prepare an articlefor the class magazine on thetopic * Sports

man Spirit’. Prepare an articletaking hintsfrom Jess e Owens* 24 carat friendship’ with his
opponent Luz Long. (4 Score)

Supposeyou are conducting aninterview with Somerset Maugham. Prepare aset of four

questionsand their possibleanswers, regarding hisviewson old age. (4 Score)

Suppose Mr. Hiram B. Ottisreturnsto USA and prepares areport to be published ina
daily there, on hisencounter with the Canterville ghost. Preparethereport. (4 Score)

‘Atthemoment |.did not entirely disikeMr. Max Kelada.” Imaginethat theauthor ismaking
adiary entry ontheday’seventsinthe ship. Preparethediary. (4 Score)

Compare and contrast the character of Jack and Ralphin‘Lord of theflies , inaparagraph.
(4 Score)

Supposethe publisher of the novel wantsto changethetitle of thenove ‘ Lord of theflies
to‘TheLost Boys . Imaginethat you arein the editorial board and you cannot accept the
change. Writealetter to the publisher convincing him about therelevance of theorigind title.

(4 Score)

10
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West Asia war by the numbers

LEBANON 5| ISRAEL

Persons People
8‘4 killed, including 158 Killed,
743 civilians, 34 soldiers, including 118
68 Hezbollah. Israel says soldiers and 39
it killed about 530 guerrillas chvilians

People People

4,051 "2 860

916,000, EZEEASP 300,000

f 4
of total Lebanese population Fled from rocket attacks

4500 50w 3,970 iz

by Lebanese officials

15,000 === N 5 000

Houses or individual Claims for damage
apartments, plus about reported by tax

800 commercial buildings. authorities - morne
650km of roads and 80 expected as displaced
bridges also destroyed people returmn

A [ cosToF |
In damage, | According
$9-4&n including DAMAGE | $36” to media
$3.5bn to infrastructure; $180m to reports. Many water and power

electricity grid; $70m to water system lines fixed within 48 hours
7 0z, Of people unable BUSINESS | 80 Lost tourism

| /6 to work because . _LOsST | T revenue during
of fighting. Hundreds of millions of war - mare millions in losses
daollars in tourism revenue also lost projected in future months
Sourcs: IDF. Lubanon Highes Raskel Council. wire agencies Picture: AP © GRAPHIC NEWS

(Aug. 21st, The Hindu, Page 14.)

Oneof thethemesof Shaw’s* Armsand the Man’ isthefutility of war. Analysethe above
statistics and comment on the views of Shaw on war,.expressed through his characters
Sergiusand Bluntschi. (8 Score)

Inthe play Armsand the Man, Bluntschli.isreferred as* achocolate cream soldier’ and
Sergiusasthe Don Quixotefighting against thewindmill. Do you think these epithetsare
appropriate. Analysetheir characters, attitudes, behaviour etc. (8 Score)

Theauthor William Gol ding himself has commented onthenove ‘ Lord of theFlies that ‘In
the absence of restraints, human beings descend to barbarism asnaturally asahoney bee
produceshoney.” How does he elaborate thisideain hisnovel ? (8 core)

Attempt acritical appreciation of the poem given below, taking into consideration rhyme,
figuresof speech, theme, tone, genre, language, stylesetc.

Shall | comparetheeto asummer’sday?

Thou art morelovely and moretemperate

Rough windsdo shakethedarling budsof May,
And summer’slease hath al too short adate:
Sometimetoo hot the eye of heaven shines

And oftenishisgold complexion dimmed,
Andevery fair fromfair sometimedeclines,

By chanceor nature' s changing course untrimmed,;
But they eterna summer shall not fade

11
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Nor |ose possession of that fair thou owst,

Nor shall Death brag thou wander’st in hisshade,
Whenineternd linestotimethou grow’,
Solong asmen can breathe or eyescan see,
Solonglivesthis, and thisgiveslifetothee.

3 3% 3% 3% %

12

(8 Score)
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SCORING INDICATORS - ENGLISH LITERATURE

Q. No. Key Score Total

[ERN

1 (@ Knowledgeof content
Logical presentation of ideas

(b) Knowledgeof content
Presentation of ideas

2. (@ Knowledgeof figureof speech
Logicd presentation

(b) Knowledgeof content
Aptnessof language

3. (@ Comprehensivenessof ideas
Presentation

(b) Knowledgeof content
Relevanceof details

4. (@ Knowledgeof content
Aptnessof expression

(b) Knowledgeof content
Logica conclusion

5. Comprehensivenessof ideas
Effectiveexpressions
Brevity and clarity

Form

6. Knowledge of content
Structureand organisation
Relevanceof details
Aptnessof language

7. Comprehensivenessof ideas
Orgindity and creativity
Aptnessof language
Formand style

8. Knowledge of content
Structureand organisation
Brevity and clarity
Appropriatelangauge

P R RPRRPRRPRRRPRIRPRRPRRRPRRPRRPRIRPRRREPRRPRRPRRIRPRPRARRLR RPRPR
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Q. No.

Key

Score

Total

Comprehensivenssof ideas
Logica presentation
Crestivity and style
Aptnessof language

|

10.

Knowledge of content
Logica presentation
Relevanceof details
Brevity and style

11.

Comprehension of ideas
Apt comparisonsmade
Relevanceof details
Presentation

12.

Knowledge of content
Formand style
Aptlanguage
Appropriate presentation

13.

Knowledge of content
Structureand organisation
Origindity and creetivity
Aptnessof language
Relevanceof details

14.

Knowledge of content
Appropriate comparisons
Proper presentation
Logica conclusion
Aptnessof language

15.

Knowledge of content
Proper presentation
Languageand style
Logica concluson
Relevanceof details

16.

Proper understanding of thetheme
I dentifying styligtic features

I dentifying genre

Logica presentation

Orgindity of expresson

P NERP NNNMNMNRPRPNMNPNRPNMNNRPNRPNMNNRPRRPRPRREPIRPRRRERRPRIRRPR
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QuestionwiseAnalysis

S.No.|  Content rocess | Quesions | Soore | Tel”

1. Poem 1,4,7 Very short 2X2 8 mts.
Answer

2. Poem 1,4,7 Very short 2%x2 8 mts.
Answer

3. Poem 1,4,7 Very short 2x2 8 mts.
Answer

4. Poem 1,4,7 Very short 2x2 8 mts.
Answer

5. Prose - | 1,4,5 Short Answer 4 8 mts.

6. Prose - | 1,4,7 Short Answer 4 8 mts.

7. Prose - | 1,457 Short Answer 4 8 mts.

8. Prose - | 1,4,57 | Short Answer 4 8 mts.

9. Prose - 11 1,4,7,8 | Short Answer 4 8 mts.

10. Prose - |1 1,4,7,8 | Short Answer 4 8 mts.

11. Fiction 1,3,4,7 Short Answer 4 8 mts.

12. Fiction 1,4,5,7 Short Answer 4 8 mts.

13. Drama 1,4,7,9 10 Essay 8 12 mts.

14. Drama 1,3,7,10 Essay 8 12 mts.

15. Fiction 1,2,7,10 Essay 8 12 mts.

16. Practical Criticism 1,3,4,7,10 | Long Answer 8 18 mts.

Total 80 150 mts.
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